
3359-7-01     Office of the vice president and general counsel. 

(A) Vice president and general counsel. 

(1) Pursuant to sections 109.02 and 3345.15 of the Revised Code, the attorney general is 
the chief legal officer for the university of Akron and the legal representation of the 
university remains within the direction and control of the attorney general pursuant 
to agreement between the attorney general and the board of trustees of the 
university. The attorney general has ultimate responsibility for rendering legal 
services to the university and for the selection of counsel to provide representation 
for the university. The vice president and general counsel shall be appointed by the 
board of trustees or the board of trustees' designee(s) subject to the prior approval of 
the attorney general. 

The vice president and general counsel shall hold office at the discretion of both the 
attorney general and the university board of trustees. Either the attorney general or 
the board of trustees may request the person in this position to cease serving in this 
position, and the person shall thereupon cease to serve. The associate vice president 
and deputy general counsel, and other associates or assistants thereto shall be 
appointed by the board with the prior written approval of the attorney general upon 
recommendation of the vice president and general counsel, and shall hold office at 
the discretion of both the attorney general and the board of trustees. Either the 
attorney general or the board of trustees may request the persons in these positions 
to cease serving in such positions, and the persons shall thereupon cease to serve. 

The vice president and general counsel shall report directly to the president and shall 
work in close cooperation and coordination with the president, president's cabinet, 
and other university officers and administrators. The vice president and general 
counsel and associate vice president and general counsel, and other associates and 
assistant general counsels shall be appointed as assistant attorneys general. It is 
specifically understood that the nature of legal services are of such a personal and 
fiduciary nature that the attorney general is the sole judge of the adequacy of the 
legal services rendered pursuant to all appointments of attorneys as assistant 
attorneys general. All rights and conditions of employment pertaining to unclassified 
contract professional staff university employees shall apply to attorneys appointed 
assistant attorneys general except as provided otherwise in this rule. 

Notwithstanding the direct reporting relation between the vice president and general 
counsel to the president, it shall be the duty and responsibility of the vice president 
and general counsel to coordinate with and keep the senior vice president and 
provost informed in advance on all matters, initiatives, or decisions within their area 
of responsibility that involve academic matters, or that have a reasonable 
expectation of involving or affecting the academic programs, activities, or directions 
of the university. 
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(2) The vice president and general counsel shall serve as the chief legal advisor to the 
president, board of trustees, and university officers and administrators; and, shall be 
responsible to the president and the board for the direction and supervision of all 
legal matters of the university, including the provision of legal counsel, advice, and 
services in all matters pertaining to the practice of law on behalf of the university of 
Akron. The vice president and general counsel shall be assisted by the associate vice 
presidents and deputy general counsel and such associates and assistants as 
approved by the board of trustees and the attorney general. All attorneys practicing 
law on behalf of the university shall report to the vice president and general counsel. 
No attorney employed by the university of Akron shall be authorized to practice law 
on behalf of the university of Akron ex
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